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EFCF events in 2026 

 

 
• Annual General Meeting (AGM) 2026 in 

Brussels 17-19 April 

• EFCF Conference 2026 in Den Helder, the 
Netherlands 21-25 October 

 
Keep a close eye on the EFCF Website and Facebook 

 

 

Artificial Intelligence on the city farm 
 
 

by Wouter Hendrikx, farm- and communication worker  

on Wolfslaar City Farm (NL) 

 
By means of AI, an old-fashioned 
‘emergency telephone’ on the 
motorway is transformed into a 
modern pet information point. By 
answering simple questions, you 
can find out which pet suits you best 
— or whether you might be better 
off without a pet.  
 
The AI-powered software is taken 
directly from the LICG website, 
https://www.licg.nl/ ensuring it always stays up to date. 
The emergency telephone will be movable, allowing it 
to be placed in various locations, such as veterinary 
practices, schools, libraries, and petting zoos. The 
system will come into effect on the farm mid March 
2026.  
 
In this way, we aim to provide proper guidance upfront, 
before people impulsively decide to get a pet. 
www.wolfslaarbreda.nl 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Article from Dublin 
 

 

 

 

 

Flanders Federation  
meets in Gent (B) 

 

 
by Willem Labeeuw of the Flemish Federation of city farms  

 
On Monday, November 3, fifteen Flemish city farms 
gathered in Drongen for the relaunch of the Flemish 
Federation of City Farms. The meeting took place at 
Schoolhoeve De Campagne, 
https://stad.gent/nl/cultuur-vrije-tijd/vrije-tijd/parken-en-
speelterreinen/schoolhoeve-de-campagne  a location 
that was deliberately chosen to send a powerful 
message: this unique educational site is at risk of losing 
its function due to a decision by the City of Ghent. 
 
The federation wants to once again offer a platform for 
exchange, cooperation, and advocacy. During the 
meeting, the challenges facing city farms were 
discussed: structural underfunding, the need for 
training, and the lack of recognition for their educational 
and social value. An incomprehensible decision 
 
The choice of De Campagne as a location was no 
coincidence. The City of Ghent announced that it would 
be discontinuing funding for the school farm as from 
2027. Although a private buyer is being sought, it is 
unrealistic to expect them to be able to continue the 
educational activities without structural support. De 
Campagne welcomes tens of thousands of children 
every year and is a place for experiencing nature, 
social inclusion, and education. The city's decision 
means a loss of years of expertise, infrastructure, and 
social impact.  

 
Call to action. The Flemish Federation of Children's 
Farms calls on policymakers to recognize and support 
the value of these activities. The decision by the City of 
Ghent is emblematic of a broader problem: agricultural 
education is a small, vulnerable sector that 
nevertheless plays a key role in shaping conscious, 
engaged citizens. We urge that De Campagne be 
allowed to continue its work and that structural support 
be provided for all educational children's farms in 
Flanders. Let us invest in places where children learn, 
grow, and connect with nature, food, and each other. 
  

https://www.licg.nl/
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Meet the vet (student)! 

 
 

by Rebecca Hancorne. volunteer on Dublin City Farm  

and veterinary student 

 

“I’m originally from California 
in the United States where I 
grew up just outside of San 
Francisco (our weather is like 
Dublin’s a lot of the time!). 
When I began college, I was 
an English major. I gained a 
two-year degree in English 
and decided I really wanted to 
work with animals.  
 
I wanted to be a veterinarian 
as a young child but had 
picked up other interests over 
the years. When I was looking to change jobs from 
working in a bookstore, I found a veterinary 
receptionist job! Lucky me, they asked me if I had any 
interest in the medicine and I was super excited and 
said yes! They trained me as a receptionist for a few 
months and once they felt I was well trained in that 
area, they moved me to the back of the hospital to 
work with the veterinary technicians (our version of 
veterinary nurses, although veterinary nurses have 
even more skills!). From there I learned how to place 
catheters, draw blood, prep medications, participate in 
surgery, and even take x-rays! I absolutely loved it! At 
the same time as starting at the hospital, I decided to 
change degrees and get a Bachelor of Science in 
Animal Sciences.  
 
Eventually that meant I had to leave my job to finish 
my degree. I moved to Hawai’i by myself to finish up 
my degree. Living in Hawai'i, I met a professor and 
pre-veterinary advisor who told me something that 
stuck with me that really helped me decide if I was 
going to veterinary school: “If you really want to get 
there, you’ll get there. It may not be on your timeline or 
where you want to go, but you’ll get there.” This stuck 
with me because I was on the fence regarding applying 
to veterinary school, as I was worried about my scores 
during my degrees (which been impacted by some 
unforeseen circumstances in life). When I was in my 
final year of degree, I applied veterinary school and 
was rejected. I got involved more in my community by 
working for a Marine Mammal stranding lab (where 
they went out to help with whales, dolphins, and other 
marine mammals had come ashore) and helped with 
their research as volunteer.I also got involved in the 
Honolulu Zoo.  
 
In March of 2020, COVID-19 hit the Hawaiian Islands, 
and all students were sent home at spring break, not to 
return for the rest of the term. I returned to my old job  
in California as a veterinary technician and had online 
schooling. I returned in Fall 2021 to help teach animal 
anatomy and do some courses on campus. I 
graduated in May 2021. I returned once again to  
California to my old job, which had changed owners,  

and worked on my latest applications for veterinary 
school, but this time I had a different idea of what I 
wanted to do: I wanted to go abroad. I had always 
dreamed of it, and this seemed like a good time to try it 
out. And sure enough, it panned out!  
 
I began at University College Dublin (UCD) in 
September 2022. I loved that UCD’s program was 
mixed animal meaning, I was learning about all 
domestic species! I still want to work with wildlife and 
conservation or zoo medicine, but I needed the basics 
first! Mixed animal programs I knew were the best way 
to get those basics because everything else is just 
slightly different from your average dog or cat, cow or 
horse! Through my time at UCD I’ve learned to ride 
horses (I had never been around them!). I gained 
invaluable experience in handling animals of all species 
through various placements brought me to Marion of 

www.facebook.com/Stannescityfarm in Dublin and 

second year! That’s where I met Ash and Willow, the 
two pot-belly pigs! I fell in love 
with their fun personalities 
differences and even once I 
finished my placement, I 
stayed on as a volunteer to 
taking care of them and 
contribute to care of the 
animals and farm! Every 
morning, I’m at the farm 
mucking stalls taking care of 
the pigs. I also stop to peek at 
the animals when there are any I even helped with the 
births and post-natal care of Lavender, and Larry 
(Lawrence)!  
 
UCD and Ireland have provided me with so many 
opportunities. I was able to move abroad and study 
While I miss California and my own pets who couldn’t 
me here, I’ve been fortunate enough to fill the gaps and 
placements! I was also able to take an extra course 
through another program in veterinary acupuncture 
which I’ve used on the 
farm animals!I also 
personally have an 
obsession for years 
with the African wild 
and its animals and I 
made it my goal to find 
a way to do medicine 
there so in the Summer 
of 2023 I went to 
Zimbabwe to work with 
a stable while seeing 
safari from horseback! 
And this summer I was 
able to go to South Africa to do some wildlife medicine 
in the bush! I was also able to spend some time at 
home back in California working at the San Francisco 
Zoo Veterinary Team as part of my rotations for final 
year in UCD. If you want to go to veterinary school: It 
takes a lot of work, time, and effort to get there. But do 
your best. Even as someone without a perfect 
academic record, I was able to get into the program for 
myself as a graduate entry student. So don’t be afraid 
to jump in! You may just have the time of your life! X 
  

https://www.facebook.com/Stannescityfarm
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International Training Weekend 
in Germany 

 
 
by Cally Ly, pedagogical worker of Bauspielfarm Recklinghausen 

 
The Training Weekend of skilled workers took place 
from October 17th to October 19th, 2025 at the 
Bauspielfarm in Recklinghausen www.bauspielfarm-
re.de/. Around 140 professionals from a wide variety of 
institutions within Germany took part in the programs. 
At this time, we also had skilled workers from other 
countries such as Belgium. In addition, there was the 
highlight that we had an expert from the UK in a 
workshop who presented her work around "Playwork". 
Therefore, some workshops were held also in English. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The offer of the workshops was very diverse, so the 
professionals had a wide range of offers they could 
choose from. In the evening of Saturday, there was a 
nice barbecue party with live music, cocktails, bonfires 
and a very beautiful and cozy atmosphere. The 
workshops were about “Reach for the Sky! 
 

• “Experiential Education Practice in the Ropes 
Course” (German/English) 

• “Nature-Connected Process Facilitation” 
(German) 

• “Self-Assertion, Self-Protection, and De-
escalation for Educational Professionals in 
Supervised Playgrounds” (German),  

• “The Fascinating Long-Ears – How Donkeys 
Work and Which Doors They Open” (German)  

• Creative T-Shirt Design with Bleach and Other 
Materials” (German)  

• “Fire, Hammer, and Steel: Dive into the 
Fascinating World of Blacksmithing!” 
(German/English)  

• “What's So Special About Playwork?” (English)  

• “Horses as Co-Workers/Partners” (German)  

• “Needle Felting Workshop – From Sheep to 
Artwork” (English). 

• At the end of the ATW there was a recap of all 
the different workshops, and we briefly 
presented the results to the whole group, what 
we have done and what we learnt.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Needle Felting workshop 
 
Since it was my very first-time taking part in the 
exchange of skilled workers, I learnt a lot of useful 
methods of how to work better in my work field. I joined 
the workshop “Playwork in the UK”.  
  
We spoke about the existing work styles we already 
know in Europe, like “Offene Jugendarbeit” in Germany 
and Playwork in the UK. The whole event was very well 
organized and structured. We didn’t learn just about 
theoretical methods, instead, we could practice a lot of 
what we have learnt. 
 
 

An unforgettable Nordic memory  
of the 2025 EFCF Youth Exchange 

 
 

by Vera Pedersen and Jørgen Sønstabø 

 
“This summer, we joined the EFCF youth camp in 
Torino, Italy—a week full of learning, fun, and new 
friendships! Around 50 young people from Norway, 
Belgium, Germany, France, and Ireland came together, 
aged 13 to 25. We camped in tents near Cascina 
Falchera, a visitor farm with donkeys, ducks, horses, 
cows, goats, and chickens. 
 
Every day offered creative workshops led by 
participants: yoga, language games, candle-making, 
and even building a bamboo structure for bean plants. 
You could join activities or just relax—it was all about 
choice and community. We explored Torino, a historic 
city near the Alps, and visited Basilica di Superga, a 
stunning 
hilltop church 
with incredible 
views. There 
were also fun 
trips, like 
swimming to 
cool off in the 
summer heat. 
 
The camp 
gave us 
unforgettable 
memories, new skills, and friends from across Europe. 
We’re so grateful for this opportunity to connect and 
grow together!” 
  

http://www.bauspielfarm-re.de/
http://www.bauspielfarm-re.de/
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Clever ideas 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

              Luxurious housing for guineapigs on Bokkeslot city farm (B) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        Wait your turn for the swinging brush on IJsselstee city farm (NL) 

 
 

 


